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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C 20231 



Sir: 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 



This is in response to the Office Action of May 21, 2002, the time for a response to 
which is set to expire on August 21, 2002. 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows. 
In the claims: 

1 . (twice amended) Method for enzymatic preparation of homogentisate 
(HMO) from 4-hydroxypyruvate (HPP), characterized in t |^^ consistsj^ 
out, in a suitable reaction medium, the following enzymatic reactions: 

enzymatic conversion of HPP into 4-hydroxyphenylacetate (HP A) with a 
first suitable enzyme, then 
- enzymatic conversion of HP A into HMO with a second suitable enzyme, 



